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-The COUNTY T -SOUTHERN INYO HOSPITAL 


News Briefs 


TIPPING THE SCALE 


SOME COUNTY EMPLOYEES UNHAPPY BUT STILL 
NEGOTIATING: WATER PUMPING MAY INVITE 
TROUBLE FROM A COW-KILLER; FOR BISHOP'S 
RAMPS, 39 DOWN, 3 TO GO; BRADLEY SAYS NO 


CAN THE RETIREMENT OF ONE DOCTOR 
IMPACT SO HEAVILY THE QUALITY OF 
MEDICAL CARE IN A COMMUNITY? 


I N A CAUTIOUSLY '.VORDED NEWS RELEASE - issued 
following a meeting in which the "media" had 
, been a topic of discussion - officials of 
the Inyo County Employees Association announc¬ 
ed that their members are looking into their 
negotiations with the county administration, 
and "whether the benefit we received is satis¬ 
factory to all employees." 

"The benefit" under discussion is the 
agreement on the part of the county to pay half 
of the employees' retirement payments - but the 
payment is restricted from the employee retire¬ 
ment fund and placed instead in a county fund. 
No employees would benefit by the payment un¬ 
less they work for Inyo County or some other 
government entity until they reach actual ret- 
I rement age; if they resign their jobs, they 
cannot take with them any of the money paid in¬ 
to the fund. However, as the news release points 
out, "negotiations are not formally ovei;. .•> 
Some county employees were irate when 
they discovered the county money was not av¬ 
ailable to them if they leave their jobs, call- 
the temporary agreement a "Catch-22” paekage 0 

AND A RUMOR - A HOPEFUL ONE BEARING ROSY -NEWS 
for the county's school teachers - was making 
its way around last week among educators deal¬ 
ing with teachers' wage inci-eases. At least one 
school board here, the Owens Valley School 
Board, is "keeping negotiations open" because 
of it. The rurncr: Gov# Brown "may lift the state 
wage freeze at the first of the year and offer 
a five percent cost-of-living increase." Sup¬ 
erintendent John Gilfillan said teacher-admin¬ 
istration negotiations continue with the hope 
of deciding just what will occur if the freeze 
is lifted. Government agencies that accepted 
state "surplus" money this year to supplement 
Proposition 13 tax losses cannot now give their 
employees more salary increases than those that 
state workers get. Many employee associations 
statewide hive included clauses in agreements 
stating that in the event of a wage thaw, cost- 
of-living increases must once again become 
negotiable. 

■a** 

SOME OF THE COUNTY-OWNED TELEVISION TRANSLAT- 
ors that furnish televiam viewing for large 
areas of the county may be falling into disre¬ 
pair. The county is reluctant to put money in¬ 
to them as the television business slips into 
still deeper financial trouble. County admini¬ 
strator John K. Smith told members of the board 
of supervisors last week that in the last quar¬ 
ter of operation, revenues dropped by 50% o He 
warned that further drops may present problems. 

(See NEWS BRIEFS on Page 3) 


I N THE BROAD AREAS OF SOUTHERN INYO THERE 
has long existed a delicate - some say 
precarious or critical - balance in the 
field of medical care# The doctors, what few 
of them there are, have long been "overwork¬ 
ed" and under the pressure of an increasing 
caseload. The retirement of just one of them 
at the end of October may have tipped the 
scale too far. 

Or maybe the troubles at Lone Tine's 
Southern Inyo Hospital have other roots and 
the retirement of Walter Y&lson only com¬ 
pounds them# 

At any rate, the issues have come to a 
head in the past two weeks - sufficiently 
to prompt the doctors to take off en masse 
and appear before the board of supervisors in 
search of solutions# For two weekends - crit¬ 
ical weekends as it turned out - the servic¬ 
es at the hospital's emergency room were cur— 


• (See DOCTORS on Page 2) 



The water commission president hears the news 

Tnyo had a statement to make. Story on Page 8 
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Doctors at 
the county 
courthouse 

Following an appearance 
before the supervisors, 
Lone Pine 's doctors 
spoke with Joyce Schwinn 
of the Inland Counties 
Emergency Medical Auth¬ 
ority. They comvlained 
of a doctor shortage 
and also an inability 
to overcome problems in 
transferring patients 
to the Intensive Care 
Unit of Loma Linda Hos¬ 
pital. From left: Drs. 
Don Christenson, John 
Mortenson, Milton Jones. 


DOCTORS, Continued 

tailed to the extent that patients (one of them 
a severely -rounded stabbing victim, the other 
a man shot three times) had to be rushed north 
to Bishop’s Northern Inyo Hospital* The doct¬ 
ors and the hospital board met to look into 
the problems (Some officials met as many as 
three times), but by week's end very little of 
the situation came clear - other than the fact 
that everybody involved felt stung and more 
than a little put off by the publicity that 
followed the emergency room turn-aways 0 For 
the comments of one doctor, see News-Letter's 
FORUM page* 

Four doctors, nearly all that Lone Bine 
has, approached the supervisors and told of the 
incessant demands made on their services - and 
of their area’s need, a desperate one, for at 
least one additional doctor and perhaps more. 
From the supervisors the doctors got something 
more than disinterest, but something less than 
the action they may have hoped for (Nobody, it 
seems, knows just how to lure doctors to Inyo 
County)* Besides, the supervisors have other 
problems and they opted to keep out of South¬ 
ern Inyo Hospital's difficulties* 

There were claims from semi-official 
sources that the doctors themselves do not 
want other physicians to move in, diminishing 
their own trade. To that suggestion Dr* Ray¬ 
mond Auvil made a sharp reply unquotable here 
or anywhere else in public media; it was al¬ 
tered somewhat to a simple, angry statement: 
"That's absolutely stupid and crazy. It's rid¬ 
iculous - We’re overworkedJ And we are all in 
agreement that we should continue to pursue 
our search for doctors1" 

What happened, Auvil was asked, to the 
proposal some months ago to bring to Inyo an 
apparently qualified and -willing woman doctor 
now practicing in this country but originally 
from India? "She didn't accept us," said Auv- 
ilo "She’s an anaesthetist, and apparently 
there's not enough work here to keep her busy. 
But we're still negotiating with her." 

Many officials who were contacted agree 
that the retirement of Dr* Wilson was the one 
single event triggering much of the difficulty. 
Some said his work was the work of two doctors 
or more. One doctor said with a wry humor that 
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even if another doctor is secured for the area, 
"it is not likely he'd be willing to hang ai'- 
ound the hospital all the time and be on call 
every time he's neededo" Such has been the 
kind of dedicated service rendered by Wilson. 

^ust how busy are Lone Pine's doctors? 
One of them, a practicing physician here since 
I960, is Donald Christenson* Hq described what 
in his own practice might be a "typical day "1 
"I go to the hospital at seven a*m*,I'm 
home around six or seven p.m. Every third week. 
I'm on call at the hospital for seven days* We 
arc called out quite a bit* It's worse in the 
summer with all the people on the road. 

"As for us not wanting more doctors, it 
is not true<> There have been ads run for years 
to get doctors here*" 

Why haven't they come? 

"I guess they want to live in more glam¬ 
orous places than Lone Pine - in more metrop¬ 
olitan areas*" 

Does he find the demands too great? 

"I just do it. The older you get, you try 
to cut down; you have to. But I wouldn't call 

it pressure; it's the 
kind of work you pick, 
and you just do it." 

The hospital ad¬ 
ministrator, Merlyn 
Pinney, had been unex¬ 
pectedly vocal in his 
views when contacted a— 
T bout the issues a week 
^ before. This week - af- 
1. j ter the meetings, he 
was markedly silent* 

-‘■■M IfestT Asked what had occurred 

^ %% at the hospital board 

\ meeting he replied "No 
comment," and then, ask¬ 
ed if he had been told 
to keep quiet when con¬ 
tacted by reporters, he 
said "I can't comment 


■ m 


\ 
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Retired Doctor Wilson 

"at the hospital; His 
bicycle isnft here^df 

on that either." 

At least one board member, Bruce Ivey, 
was not satisfied with placing the blame for 
the hospital's troubles on only a doctor short¬ 
age* H e said the board has yet to "pin down" 
the source of its emergency room weaknesses. 












Ivey said that Administrator Finney last week 
was asked "to look into some things," the nat¬ 
ure of which neither Ivey nor Finney appeared 
7/illing to explain. 

And how about the hospital's financial 
health? For the past three years,money matters 
have found their way into the news columns, 
and if these were settled, the details were 
never made publicly clear. Ivey says money is 
an ongoing problem. "Until the bed-use picks \p 
there will be a money problem. We need more 
doctors to get more patients into the hospital* 

Before his retirement, Wilson had recog¬ 
nized the possibility that his absence - or the 
absence of any of the town's doctors - might 
bring to critical the local situation. But 
last week he zeroed in on another matter that 
compounds the fractures of hospital adminis¬ 
tration: "rules and regulations" that are oft¬ 
en laid down by "bureaucrats" having little 
knowledge of the needs either of patients or 
the people who treat them 0 Wilson implied that 
the theorists must sometimes be bypassed in 
practice. In an emergency, he said, "the thing 
to do is the best thing to do. If you live up 
to the rules, you may lose liveso" Was he then 


making reference to the critically wounded men 
turned away from the emergency room in recent 
days? It became clear that he was. 

"Doctors are tired of the rules and reg¬ 
ulations," he said, and then he was asked ab¬ 
out the recent incidents. "It was mostly hear¬ 
say. I don't know. There's always trouble, so 
our little hospital has to be in trouble." 

Then he was asked about the trend toward 
socialization — "equal distribution'' — of med¬ 
ical and hospital care. "If tha government in¬ 
terferes, it'll be worse. The government is 
what makes inflation." 

And what are some of Idle immediate needs 
of Southern Inyo Hospital - besides more doc¬ 
tors and patients? 

"They need a public relations man to give 
out accurate information....and they need a 
closed-circuit radio between the ambulance and 
the hospital." 

"Hetired" or not, Wilson keeps an eye on 
his second home, the hospital. And how do 
his home, his office and the hospital keep 
tabs on the doctor? Usually by looking out the 
window for his bicycle..."He's at the hospi¬ 
tal; his bp cycle isn't here." 



NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

Why the drop in use of the county's transla¬ 
tors? It appears that more viewers are turn¬ 
ing to cable service provided by private ser¬ 
vices. M e anwhile, the county will be talking 
to one cable owner, Roy Mayhugh, asking how 
much help he will be willing to give in main¬ 
taining the translators - from which he picks 
up his own signal for the cable service. 

R.3. WAIiCER, THE INDEPENDENCE "8-MILE RANCH" 
caretaker who shot an intruder three times 
will go free. The district attorney last week 
issued a press release stating that he interds 
to file no complaint in the incident although 
the investigation is "incomplete." In explan¬ 
ation, DA "Buck" Gibbons said that the victim, 
Clifton Mason of Bishop, "now refuses to dis¬ 
cuss the incident with law enforcement inves¬ 
tigators." The shooting appears to be one of 
self-defense: "The law provides where a pers¬ 
on acts with reasonable and honest convictions 
in self-defense, that he cannot be held crim¬ 
inally responsible even if he has made an er¬ 
ror in evaluating the actual extent of the 
danger facing him." It appeared that in Walk¬ 
er's case he believed he was in danger of Ma¬ 
son who he had seen "crouched behind a tree 
in a very dark place." 

•JHW 

SAMPS THAT ENABLE EASY CURB ACCESS TO WHEEL- 
chairs now number 39 at Bishop - and the 
"ramp program" has become a popular charity 
attraction. Donor of the latest ramp was Lee 
Houghton who turned over a check to Ramp Com¬ 
mittee Chairman Howard Knox - a memorial to 
her parents. For $2^0 a club or individual 
can buy a ramp with a plaque, installed by 
Bishop city public works department. Knox 
last week said that Bishop now has only three 
"unramped" corners between the Safeway store 
and the old Embers Restaurant. One of these 
may be soon "ramped" by the county'3 newsmen 
who last week were discussing a donation in 
the name of Inyo's "working press." Knox, 
meanwhile, posed with Ms 0 Houghton on the new 
ramp for photographer Ed Houghton. Bishop now 
has an ordinance providing that all newly con¬ 


structed corners must have the ramps. First do¬ 
nors Then the program gQt underway were the lo¬ 


cal Elks Club and the Water and Power Club. 

THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR SAYS A"COMMITTEE" would 
only slow things up in the search for a new di¬ 
rector of the county's health department. Ad¬ 
ministrator Smith and the board of supervisors 
last week were approached by the health depart¬ 
ment 's Barbara Albright who suggested that an 
ad hoc committee might find "the best way to 
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go" in finding someone to replace the late Dr. 
Victor Hough, founder and long-time director. 
But Smith said he is conducting a survey to 
study the county's options - but that he will 
remain "open" to suggestions from the depart¬ 
ment and the community. Meanwhile, the county 
psychiatrist. Dr. Leo Hsculli, is filling 
the position until January 1. 

-JHHf 

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS DID AN ABOUT-FACE 
last week that may have saved the county from 
further legal action. The county, it seems, 
had refused to pay rent in advance each month 


to Attorney Leland Bray on the space it rents 
for its Sealer Citizens project at dishop. Ang¬ 
ered by the county's refusal to live up to an 
agreement with him, Bray threatened to take 
the matter into court. The supervisors then re¬ 
voked an earlier order ifco the county auditor 
which denied in-advance payment. "It just did 
not make sense," said Bray. 

*** 

DIAZ LAKE MAY HAVE SOMETHING FOR EVERYBODY. Us¬ 
ually, fishermen and water skiers compete for 
use of California's Lakes, but a plan by the 
(NEWS BRTEFS Continued, P* 13) 


Find your feast here 
amonq our many fine foods, 
spirits, gift items; all 
your holiday needs in 
one convenient place. 


They 

survived... 


* Driving south, on High¬ 
way 395> 21-year-old 
Richard Wahrenbrock 
"feel asleep at the 
wheel. " Out of con¬ 
trol, and swerving 
into the opposite 
lane, he came sud¬ 
denly awake , but too 
late to avoid side- 
swiping another car. 
His light pickup 
wound up like 
this after bound¬ 
ing through a 
fence^ but neith¬ 
er Wahrenbrock nor 
his companion was 

injured. Photo: Los Mall 


rThe'WINE BARREL' 

gourmet foods ♦ fine wines 


At Thanksgiving, 
roll out (to) the 
Barrel.... 


Holiday time is party time, 
and whether it's a barrel 
of beer, a cask of wine, 
nr a favorite bottle of 
wine, imported or domestic, 
you'll find it here. 


hick up a gift pack ot 
glistening wine glasses 
for the hoiidays. 


Plenty of cold champagne: 
10£ off on all case lots. 

Personalized labels on 
Maker's Mark Bourbon. 


OeO&BWBOB O OQflOOBQDBOQOOO 

Specials for Thanksqiving: 

Red Velvet Yams . 3 lbs./$l 

Crisp, green celery . 29$ each 

Brown onions . 2 lbs. 29$ 

Delicious apples, 

red or golden . 39$/lb. 

QOOCQQWOOCWO Q OOOCWOOOOQO 
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On our new bright screen 


Upholstering 


• FURNITURE BUILT TO 
ORDER - REPAIRED & 

REBUILT 

• BOAT COVERS 1 

• AUTO & TRUCK SEATS / - 

• WOOD REPAIRING & REFINISHING 

-all at rr J f 

^Tendon s, bishop»s 

EXCLUSIVE DEALER FOR 

(20-Yr. 


SIMMONS 
BEAUTYREST 


SUNDAY thru TUESDAY 


Famous LA-ZBOY Chairs 


873-4698 


SERVING THE HIGH SIERRA SINCE 1950 

Rendon furniture & 


A/CO EMBASSY PICTURES RELEASE 


Llpkolstenj Lyonipamj 

IN THE BANK OF AMERICA PARKING LOT 
175 E. PINE BISHOP 

'■Jember Bishop, Mono Chambers of Commerce 


SHOWTIME 7 P.M 
PHONE 873-3575 


Wake up 
to KIBS l 
Mike Bra 


(He's some kind of 


First off, there’s the news at 6. Then weather and sports. Co you’ll know what’s going on 
Then music for a cheerful wake-up (That first cup goes down even better to a good heat.) 
Community announcements.. .the goings-on in Bishop. More music and ne'Js.. .and what’s the 
weather again? Mike’s got it all - all for you from 6 to 8, Monday thru Friday, and .9 atur 
days, 6 to 11. And who is this guy? ...one of KTBC’ top dee-fays, and also one of our ac¬ 
count execs. Graduate, raiio and television, Cal Ctate Fullerton. Married to Margo and the j 
have two kids, Joshua, 5, and Lauryn, 2. He’s a friend¬ 
ly, interesting guy. (He’s some kind of guy to wake up BISHP 1230A/V 

SERVING THE | } ff || » 11 J 

SOUTHEASTERN HIGH SIERRA 8 . *|jj| || I jk> ] 

THE GREATEST COUNTRY IN THE WORLD I ■ l l—I I ^ L J 




United Artists 


SPARTANS’ IS THE BEST VIETNAM 
WAR EPIC YET 


PEOPLE MAGAZINE 


THEATRE 


BISH0P 1230AM 

□ 

D 

□ 

B 
















































repair,^ 


is coming 


...So, hov/ about buyinq YOUR liv¬ 
ing doll (whether she's young or not 
so younq) a beautiful doll she can ad¬ 
mire and love. 

FASHION DOLLS * BOTTLE DOLLS * RAG DOLLS 
These and much more. Some with wardrobes 

PS: Santa does his shopping here! 


CAR AND HOME STEREOS 


140 Whitney Alley - Bishop 

Telephone 873-6550 


214 W. BUSH 
876-5717 


873-4924 


breakfast 


Morning rus"-. 
Quick servi 

Rest lunches 
Oust Plain 


II MOUNTAIN 
RENTALS 


John Boothe 


FOR YOUR CONNECTION 

•SEWER PIPE CUTTERS «TEST PLUGS 
•TRENCHER • BACK HOE 

• DUMP TRUCK *MISC. PLUMBING TOOLS 

GARDEN EQUIP: ROTO TILLERS, LAWN MOWERS, 
WEED EATERS 

MON-FRI 8am-5,:30pm SAT 8am-5pm 


V" j£_^7^-=CAFE 

ON HIGHWAY 395 * INDEPENDENCE 




THIS COUPON GOOD FOR 
AN ADDITIONAL 


ON DISCONTINUED STYLES 
OF MEN'S SLACKS !i.' 


DISCOUNT 

(TOTAL 50% OFF) 

Bring it in for BIG SAVINGS 


MENS WEAR 

YARDAGE and 
LINENS LonePim 


Pioneer progressive merchants 1I95 

















































































1. LONE PINE: Choice 3.20-acre parcel 
in the Alabama Hills. Stream run¬ 
ning through. $25,000. 

2. LONE PINE: Income property: three 
units. Cozy l-bedroom home with 
fireplace, garage, workshop, nice 
yard. Fruit trees and grapes..plus 
two small rentals. Many extras. A 
good buy at $55,000. 

3. LONE PINE: One of Lone Pine's fin¬ 
est. Large, comfortable family home. 
Huge game room and patio for enter¬ 
taining on a grand scale. $115,000. 



bus. (714) 876-4121 


res. (714) 876-4442 


PAT ROBERTS/associate CLYDE GEORGE/associate 

res. (714) 876-5864 bus. (714) 876-4121 


310 so. main street, suite 108 lone pine, California 93545 



GIRLS’ TOPS, GUYS’ SHIRTS 30%OFF 



*featuring... 

Bobbie Brooks 
Co-ordinates 

Pants suits 

MacGregor shirts 
for men 

Monday-Saturday, 10AM to 6PM 




Town and Country Shopping Center 
621 W. Line St. 873-3215 



...GOBBLE UP THE 
BARGAINS AT 
LLOYD’S 


Men's dress shoes, -10% discount.. .and another line, a 
special section of men's dress shoes at 50% DISCOUNT! 
...And still more bargains in women's shoes. 


Stop in and see our new winter line of men's suits, 
jackets, shirts....everything to keep you 'best- 
dressed'for the holidays! 


» Keep Warm! 

THERMAL UNDERWEAR 
AND FLEECE-LINED 
BOOTS AT LLOYD 'S 


M&y&s 

"'W&C1C @Udfo*HC% 

earned a 'ptccncC 


SHOES • WESTERN WEAR 
SADDLERY 

LONE PINE, CALIF. 93545 

876-4371 
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'Controlling" the hearing 


Rossmann delivers his warning 



Inyo had a 'statement’; it was a shocker 

S OME WEEKS BACK, THE DEPARTMENT 0? WATER AND POWER DISTRIBUTED THICK COPIES OF ITS NEW E£R: 
a court-ordered environmental impact report on its pumping and water plans in the Owens 
1 Valley* Couched in the terms of hydrological pseudo-science, bright in its promise of a- 
oundance and fair distribution for all, it was a reassuring document, at least on the surf¬ 
ace* But for those people charged with the re sponsib il ity of protecting the valley’s econom- 
ic and ecological interests, the "new" EIR 


amounted to little more than a cosmetic job 
on the earlier one; it was to them merely an¬ 
other DWP ploy, a document of consoling fic¬ 
tion bearing the stamp of the DWP public re¬ 
lations department rather more than its hy¬ 
drology department* 

The SIR and its purveyors made no at¬ 
tempt to make it more than it is, that is a 
••draft” EIR subject to further revisions ac¬ 
cording to the best terms everyone can arrive 
at. As it now stands - in the eyes of Inyo’s 
legal team, it does little more than amplify 


the seeming facts favorable to DWP's position 
and its ambitions while attempting to over¬ 
look or obscure several significant truths; 
a document seeming to have been made up for 
the naive and gullible* 

But by the time the document was brought 
up for public hearings - usually, legalistic 
exercises having little to do with what is 
finally adopted - the Inyo DWP-watchers and 
witnesses had gone through it in detail not¬ 
ing its every weakness* And of ’weakness it 
has an abundance* A lot had been left out* 



W*"' _ 1 _ ■ W __ .. ». HBK • ■Wk _ ■*- 7S .■■■■.. •— ; 

Inyo's experts had done their homework: From left, the planning department's Randy Pestor; 
Hydrologist Phil Williams; wildlife, bio-systems analyst Rodney Jackson; air-vollution 
meteorologist John Balanti; and attorneys Rossmann and "Buck" Gibbons, 
aae 8 

















or 60 it would seem listening to the testimony 
of the Inyo witnesses. With charts and graphs, 
figures and hard-gained facts, they convincing¬ 
ly destroyed DWP's image of the valley and its 
water. Clearly, they had done their homework, 
and now they presented it before Olympus - in 
this case three DWP moguls situated at center- 
front on the high stage of the Bishop High 
School Auditorium from which they orchestrated 
the proceeding, doling out speakers’ time like 
crumbs to beggars. 

After most of the testimony was in, ac¬ 
cepted and duly recorded with a bland nod here 
and there, the president of the LA Board of 
Water Commissioners, Sara Stivelman, began to 
watch the clock. Inyo Special Counsel Antonio 
Rossmann wanted to sum up. Stivelman allowed 
as how she might give him "another minute or 

minute and a half." 

Rossmann said he thought that would be 
"quite enough" for what he had to say. 

His tone was conciliatory, but firm, 
and increasingly injected with slivers of hard 
steel as he laid out his case and his warning. 
Stivelman turned in her chair, and DWP’s chief 
engineer, Duane Georgeson, paled slightly and 
took on the look of someone - a youth perhaps 
- slapped away from the dinner table* 

In so many words Rossmann reeled out the 
new Inyo H a rd line: Inyo County, thank you, 
will now take steps to direct and control the 
water anywhere in its boundaries; it will if 
necessary pass an ordinance and assume police 
powers that would dictate to DWP and anyone 
else the number of acre-feet, gallons and drops 
to be used or exported. It would do all this 
if DWP doesn't come to heel, co-operate in a 
realistic water-management plan, and turn up 
with an EUR deemed by the county experts to be 
accurate and honest. 

There was a stunned silence. It was kind 
of like a gnat tolling an elephant off - and 
getting by with it. Although they denied it 
later in the week - They claimed that they had 
"expected" it - the DWP officials were clearly 
surprised, if not shocked, by the new turn of 


affairs which for years they had almost omni¬ 
potently dominated. 

Will the warning hold? Is it based on 
sound legal precedent? These and several oth¬ 
er questions evolved out of the hearings (an¬ 
other one was held at Los Angeles later in the 
week) and in the conversations of the offic¬ 
ials involved, in the days following Ross- 
mann's statement. 

Given the fact of the state's regrettable 
lack of statutory control over its water re¬ 
sources, it appears that individual counties 
may now assume such control; other counties 
have passed similar ordinances and they have 
stood virtually uncontested on the local 
books. But at this time the questions may be 
merely academic. As the county's district at¬ 
torney said on Thursday, the possibility of 
an Inyo "police powers" ordinance is by no 
means "a foregone conclusion." Gibbons said 
(See WATER ISSUE, back page) 


Inyo County's Hydrologist Phil Williams 

"Charts, graphs, figures, hard-gained facts" 
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District attorney "Buck" Gibbons, far left, speaks to the DWP at the Bishop hearing 

"They had done their home'jork, and noxo they presented it before Olymvus. " 
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WESTERN ART 



2293 North Sierra Hwy., Bishop, CA 93514 
Telephone (714) 873-5509 

Georgi Ana Smith Nora Jean Wagoner 


CROSS-COUNTRY SKIERS 
WHO KNOW... 



...USE THE 
/ BEST... 




Trucker' 
mountaineer 
skis. 


(714) 873-5070 ddibs. and JdhofifiE. 


772 NORTH MAIN STREET 
BISHOP. CALIFORNIA 9351-4 


Discounts on 
home insurance? 




C I- 

discount to/ SO 


Q. What's A Discount To/20? 

A. It's a Homeowners Insurance 
credit program from Great 
American. 

If you now own or plan to own 
a home less than 10 years old, 
you may qualify for a discount 
on your Homeowners insurance 
as high as 20%. Call or write 
for details—there is no 
obligation. 



R.F. OYLER ASSOCIATES 

PETE LARSON • Insurance 
124 N. Main, Lone Pine, California 
Phone 876-4105 
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Gift subscription 

Send Of./Zar. a< f and d edu0t 
the ™ 

- Clip and mail today - 

‘News-Letter I 


Inyo 

Countu 


SUBSCRIPTION 


□ 50 Weeks 1 I 25 Weeks I I 3 Months 
$25 ^ $13 L ~ J $7 


SEND TO. 
ADDRESS. 
CITY_ 


• • 




STATE 


ZIP. 


Payment enclosed! jpiease bill me 


r, 




Expanded Value plus 
Compact Convenience 



NIKON 
ROOF PRISM 


BINOCULARS 

When you raise a Nikon Roof Prism Binocular to 
your eyes, you’ll know what bright, comfortable 
viewing really means. The secret? Nikon optical 
glass, advanced prism design, combined with 
precision engineering, resulting in a light and 
compact binocular that rivals larger and more 
expensive models in image sharpness and 
brilliance. Great for travel, sports, and bird 
watching. Try it yourself, and see the difference 
Nikon quality makes! 


Nikon 8x24 Roof Prism 
Binoculars . . . only 



...Another great gift idea from 

Phillips Camera House 

BISHOP PHONE: 872^4211 


















































































Notes from B.K.- 









BENETT KESSLER 


THE DOCTORS AND THE HOSPITAL AT LONE PINE ARE IN A QUANDARY; short of money, 
short of doctors, as you may sumri.se by reading another account somewhere in 
these pages. The key - or the cause - of the matters extant: the resignation 
of Walter Wilson. A local doctor was asked whether the hiring of another doc¬ 
tor would e-ven bring L 0 ne Pine "back to even." Aware of Wilson's work-aholic 
tendencies (intelligent people see it as energetic dedication), the doctor 
replied: "Well, if you mean are we going to find one willing to hang around 
the hospital absolutely all the time and be on call anytime at all, no." A 
lot of people are already missing Doc Wilson. I know I am. 

IF "THE GOVERNMENT" IS DOING ANYTHING ABOUT INFLATION with its right hand, 
it doesn't know what its left hand is doing. "Red" Austin, Independence's original TV cable 
owner, leased 2£ square feet of desert rocks where he maintained his signal pickup system. It 
It cost him $100 a year. Recently, he sold the system to Ted Higle who will use the same space 
which is on land owned by the United States Forest Service. (Yes, "owned" is the right word. The 
people no longer own the land, government does.) And now the bureaucrats have dug up some new 
"rules and regulations" to sock it to Higle who will pay $720 a year. And that other land 
outfit, the DWP, hits him for another $220 deposit. We doubt that Ted will harm those rocks. 

LUNCH-TIME DINERS AT SCANDIA may get a shock when they find that this fine restaurant has bro¬ 
ken tradition in a unique way, and maybe a too-unique way. They've hired a woman as captain 
of the lunch staff. So what do you call a female 'taitre dl They've dressed her in a more—or— 
less formal tie and jacket, but I still can't get used to the idea. Her name: Brigitte Guehr, 
and she says there is no ego clash with the waiters. 

■SHcir 

AND WHO ARE THE "BUREAUCRATS" WE'RE ALWAYS HEARING ABOUT - AND WHERE ARE THEY? We talked to 
two people who work for the Bureau of Land Management; we thought they were bureaucrats and 
so we asked them directly if they considered themselves such. Nope, they said, not them. That 
makes it 100$. I've never found an agency or bureau at any level in which even one employee 
would say he's a bureaucrat...not even over at the courthouse where they're proliferating like 
rabbits. 

•JHHE- 

A NEW (AND PLEASANT) FACE IN TOWN, AND A NEW NAME FOR OUR VERY PLEASANT PEOPLE LIST: Duane 
Wilson. He'll be operating "Wilson's Family Drug Store" (which in fact will be one of the 
largest anywhere) in the new Cottonwood Plaza. He's also building- a new home in West bishop 
while waiting for the finishing touches at the drugstore. 

THE SHERIFF'S BACK IN TOWN AFTER A HAWAII VACATION. H e came back from Waikiki on a special 
kind of cruise ship, compliments US Navy and the "special cruise ship," USS Bluevidge, And 
how did Floyd Barton, and, we might add. Coroner Don Talmadge,manage to hitch a ride? It now 
comes to light that Uncle Sugar's Navy allows parents or relatives of Navy men aboard its 
vessels; there were about 60 others on this trip to San Diego. Barton's son, Floyd Justin, 
arranged it, and now Barton and Talmadge friends will soon be seeing a slide show on their 
"Blueridge experience." 


INDT-GH3S5-CHUN, as the TV commercials say. The DWP brass (Duane and Jim, Bruce Kuebler and 
Ed Schlotman and friends) dined heartily at Bishop's Whiskey Creek the other pm just before 
heading over to the High School Auditorium for the SIR hearing (See story elsewhere). Tft e 
kind of news the county's special counsel laid on them at the tearing could not have helped 
at all, not on top of a heavy dinner. Pepto-Bismol, anyone? Duane looked okay teen he stopped 
by our table, but then that was before the hearing. 

*** 

MORS VPP'S: Tire Ed Greens of Lone Pine. Ed and Mary Sue are soon to open up a sports shop, 
"The lu ogul Mart." Among sane of his other promotional ideas: arranging a bus service to take 
South-county skiers to Mammoth. 

STILL MORE VPP'S (Independence division): Leroy and Gladys Coulter, formerly of Big Pine, 
who celebrate their 25th anniversary this weekend - a big public party at the Legion Hall. 
Said one friend of theirs : "They'd go out of their way every time for other people." Hap- 
py Twenty-fifthI 

WATCH OUT FOR "INSPECTORS," PRIVATE AND PUBLIC, who have the authority and power to okay a 
job for payment. "Kickback" is the name of the game: "Pay up, or I don't okay the work." 

And - yes - it's happening right here in little ole Inyo County. Nuff sed, for now. 

AND...MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS, EVERY DAY.. 

Sincerely, 

K 
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LETTERS AND COMMENT 


The editors welcome letters and comment relevant 
current issues. The editors will publish here 
those views consiiered timely and concise. 

Letters and statements should be addressed 
to TO Box 531, Independence 93526. The editors remind 'lews-Letter ’s readers 
that publication of a letter on this page does not necessarily imply either agreement with 
its content or a guarantee of its accuracy ; it is FORUM’s goal to encourage open discussion. 



W. PAUL PAYNE: MORE COMPLAINTS, 

BUT WHY HERE, HUNH? 

Mro W. Paul Payne and 
Inyo County News-Letter, 

I have been an interested reader of your 
editorials for some time, Mr. Payne, trying to 
find out what makes you tick besides your in¬ 
flated ego. 

But I must say your Keeler column of Nov. 
2, 1978, is not only garbage, but border-lines 
on a form of Godwinian Theory of self-righte¬ 
ousness . 

If you want to write about something 
worthwhile, why don't you address the billions 
of tax-payer dollars that are spent on NON- 
PEOPLE-related items such as the Bomb, fat sal¬ 
aries, etco 

In closing, you quote, "our good neigh¬ 
bors at Darwin go to the perpetrator of fraud 
and robbery." 

This reminds me of an appropriate quote 
"He who is free of sin may cast the first 
stone." Are you, Mr. Payne? Are you a qualif¬ 
ied judge and jury on what is good for the 
multitudes? Think about itJ 

- David Breetle 
Lone Pine 

PS: Sent to News-Better knowing they have the 
intellectual nerve to print this and not be 
tied by social bondage. 

(Editor's note: News-Letter, which is 
as Reader Breetle implies, free and un¬ 
fettered by ",social bondage," and which 
is also as he further suggests, just 
brimming over with large frothy heaping 
helpings of "intellectual nerve, " is 
pleased to publish the foregoing miss¬ 
ive. However, the editor would like to 
say that he continues in amazement and 
with no little confusion about just how 
Mr. Payne (a writer for the Chalfant 
papers and not, we 're sorry to say, for 
the News-Letter) has somehow become a 
recurring controversy in the FORUM pag¬ 
es. The ongoing complaints about his 
nobler outpourings (in this case a piece 
about "grants" and how eventually we all 
have to pay for them) would be more 
properly directed to Chalfant Publisher 
Todd Watkins at Bishop. In the incessant 
clamor over Mr. Payne, News-Letter is 
not gleefully eager to provide Mr. Wat¬ 
kins ' publications (however deserving 
they may be!) all that much free pub¬ 
licity. But, on the other hand, a mere 
mention of Mr. Payne (clearly a famous 
personage rapidly ascending to "star" 
status) in these columns cannot but in¬ 
crease our own stature in the community. 
So...what the hell.) 
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AT LONE PINE, NO DOCTORS "AVAILABLE'?* 

AUVIL SETS THE RECORD STRAIGHT 

Inyo County News-Letter, 

The statement made in a recent issue of 
the Inyo County News-Letter, regarding ray av¬ 
ailability, was incorrect. Had anyone contact¬ 
ed my office or the Southern Inyo Hospital this 
past weekend, I would have been readily avail¬ 
able. 

We do have a change in our ability to de¬ 
liver emergency and follow-up service due to 
the recent retirement of Dr. Wilson. However, 
sincere efforts are being made to remedy this 
problem. 

1. Serious efforts have been, and are be¬ 
ing made to interest medical personnel to join 
our staff. 

2. Corrective measure to co-ordinate the 
transfer of critically ill or injured patients 
to the closest and best facilities are being 
studied and developed. 

In the meantime, we are trying to give 
our emergencies the very best attention possib¬ 
le under the present limitations. 

• - Raymond G. Auvil MD 

Lone Pine 

(Editor's note: Dr. Auvil refers to a 
News-Letter story of last week reporting on 
the unavailability of emergency surgical 
services at Southern Inyo Hospital when a vic¬ 
tim of stabbing was brought in. That story 
read, in part: "...On duty at the Lone Pine 
hospital was an emergency room doctor , but ac¬ 
cording to the hospital administrator he was 
unable to perform surgery alone. An 'on-call ’ 
doctor. Dr. Raymond Auvil, was said to be un¬ 
available." The report in News-Letter clear¬ 
ly was not intended to imply that Dr. Auvil 
was in any way derelict in his "on-call" dut¬ 
ies at the hospital, and was reported as pre¬ 
sented in comments from the administrator. As 
to whether the emergency doctor attempted to 
contact Dr. Auvil is not known. In any case, 
the doctor there said that state law requires 
the presence of "three," including an anaes¬ 
thetist, for surgery, and the vresence of Dr. 
Auvil would then have made little difference. 
For an update report on the Tone Pine hosvit- 
al situation, see another story in this issue) 

MORE ON THE SANATORIUM SITUATION: 

LOOKING FOR THE SILVER LININGS 

To the Editor: 

For the past two years I have been em¬ 
ployed at both sanatoria and I can only whole¬ 
heartedly underwrite Mrs. J. Jordan's and A. 
Capadanno's statements previously published 
in your paper. 

It is vexy sad that such totally un¬ 
founded, vindictive charges just add more 
strain and grief to work that already is dif¬ 
ficult. Work that needs to be supported, un¬ 
derstood and praised. 

How can it be that both sanatoria con¬ 
sistently get "excellent" ratings from the 
State Inspection team? They do not hand these 






















out lightly. Yes - of courseJ - things could 
be even better. Few institutions are as ideal 
as we would want them to be. 

Our administrator, Mike Cosenza, has re¬ 
cently shared with us his '’vision" of how won¬ 
derful the situation for the elderly in Owens 
Valley could be by utilizing existing resourc¬ 
es, like 80 gorgeous acres in Big Fine, to a 
greater advantage. I certainly wholeheartedly 
support that vision. Is anyone listening out 
there? 

Do people realize how difficult it is to 
keep the lone Fine facility staffed adequate¬ 
ly? Do they realize that many of our staff can- 
mute from other parts of the county (mainly, 
the northern part) daily and spend extra hours 
of their own time on the road to keep the san 
functioning? Only a certain percentage of any 
given population is interested in our kind of 
work, and the population in the southern part 
of the county simply is not large enough to 
keep us staffed. 

Those who stay with us can find it in 
their generous hearts to continue the work that 
is emotionally quite demanding. That is no re¬ 
flection on those who decide this is not their 
"cup of tea." We all have our niche in life or 
strive toward that goal. And we all suffer oc¬ 
casionally the "burn-out syndrome" just like 
most everyone else in life. But that is a far 
cry from "abuse." 

In answer to your comment on "grossly 
under-paid nurses' aides," I would like to 
state that definitely is not so. Flease, check 
before making such charges. Our nurses' aides 
are paid more than nurses' aides in either 
Northern or Southern Inyo Hospitals an< * 3X6 a “ 
mong the highest paid in similar institutions 
in the state, if not the country. However, I 
certainly agree with your statement on bene¬ 
fits for part-time workers in this county; 
these should be proportional to the benefits 
of full-time workers. 

It is my philosophy to look for the sil¬ 
ver lining on the darkest cloudo So I am con¬ 
fident that only good eventually can come out 
of this situation for all of us 0 Greater mut¬ 
ual empathy, understanding and respect; great¬ 
er community interest and involvement, support. 

Thank you for the opportunity to state 
some of my views, 

-Yvonne van Asten RN 
Staff Development & 
Education 
Inyo Sanatorium 

(Editor's note: Nurse van Asten refers 
to the charges made by a former sanatorium 
employee to the effect that patients had 
been "abused" at the Lone Pine sanatorium... 
.as reported in News-Letter's pages. Hope¬ 
fully, she will discover all the silver 
linings she so sincerely seeks. Meanwhile, 
on the recommendation of the supervisors, 
the "abuse" issue has been taken up by the 
county grand jury for investigation. As 
for its own "charges" that nurses ' aides 
are "grossly underpaid," News-Letter re¬ 
mains firm in that view whether or not In¬ 
yo 's aides receive either more or less 
than their counterparts elsewhere; it is 
News-Letter's view that - particularly un¬ 
der the circumstances at Lone Pine - high¬ 
er pay will attract good workers that must 
perform work that is as van Asten points 
out, "not everybody's cup of tea.") 


NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

Fish Sc Game Department would satisfy both on 
a seasonal basis. F&G would stock the popu¬ 
lar Lone Fine lake for a year-round fishing 
program. The water skiers would get prefer¬ 
ence from May through October and the fisher¬ 
men would have winter fishing rights. Direct¬ 
or Jim Angelo of the county parks and recre¬ 
ation department thinks it would be a good 
idea. "It would draw fishermen to the south¬ 
ern Inyo area." 

ALREADY, THE DEADLY STUFF IS CREEPING INTO 
California from over the Nevada border. It is 
aggressive, it needs very little water, and 
it kills livestock. That’s the warning made 
by Mary DeDecker, a respected botanist, to 
officials of the Department of Water and Pow¬ 
er. What is happening, she said, is that a 
plant, Halogeton glomeratus , moves in when 
groundwater gets too low for other plants. 
Originally from Asia, the cow-killing species 
has already somehow invaded areas of Nevada 
and Utah, although California has so far been 
relatively successful in keeping it out. So 
feared is the plant that once when it was dis¬ 
covered growing at the Inyo North Division 
Creek rest stop in 1969, county crews moved 
in to hand-pick it and burn it at a hospital 
incinerator - and then later poisoned the 
ground on which it grew. DeDecker told DWP 
about the plant's intrusions here and in Mo¬ 
no County as a part of her ongoing battle to 
control DWP's groundwater pumping. She said 
that DWP is "setting up the situation for it 
to move into this county. It grows in drier 
areas than tumbleweed." Only six ounces of 
the plant will kill a sheep and "a few more" 
would do in a steer. And was DWP concerned? 
They made DeDecker's statement a part of the 
record at the EIR hearing (reported elsewhere 
in these pages), but not much more 0 

SOME PROSECUTING ATTORNEYS LIKE INYO'S "BUCK" 
Gibbons think that certain state officials 
are trying to restrict the grand jury's power 
in criminal matters. And so in fact would it 
appear in at least one Inyo County case, if 
a state supreme court decision is the final 
wordo The court has decreed that even if a 
defendant's case goes through the grand jury 
procedure for indictment, the defendant must 
also be processed through the "preliminary 
hearing" procedures of the county's court 
system. Gibbons said the pre-ldm hearing will 
render the grand jury's work "a relatively 
idle move. The pre-liminary hearing would can¬ 
cel the value of the grand jury." H e had want¬ 
ed to take a L one Pine case to the jury for 
an open hearing - that incident some weeks ago 
involving some teenagers reportedly "beaten" 
by two deputy sheriffs - but the high court 
ruling may cancel that. Gibbons had written 
a letter to Superior Judge Verne Sumners re¬ 
questing the hearing, "but now," says Gibbons, 
"I am re-evaluating my request." 

BIG PUNS INITIATED NOT LONG AGO FOR L.A.'s 
Mayor Tom Bradley to visit here - all this at 
his request. But the county received a letter 
from a mayoral assistant last week. Seems hiz- 
zoner is "under substantial demand," so no 
visit after all. For the county's officials 
the back-down came as no surprise; they've 
dealt \i th Los Angeles officials and DWP for 
a very long time. 
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'Preservation' 
or land-grab? 
BLM people: 
their position 
on the land 
use issue 

AND NOT A SINGLE 
BUREAUCRAT TO BE 
FOUND ANYWHERE i 




Non-bureaucrats Bowles and Savercool 

"...anonymous people. They don't like us. It hurts 


Photos: Frank Burns 

M ORE OFTEN THAN NOT the people they 
must deal -with distrust, dislike or 
even despise them. At most every 
hearing of the type they conduct - those 
hearings to gain "public input" for the 
public record - they are the targets of 
the ire which very often might be more 
properly directed at Washingtonj but there 
they are, only a few feet away and Wash¬ 
ington and its usurpers of our money and 
power are far distant. Here within an im¬ 
mediate tangible nearness they sit, stand 
or talk, birds within our grasp, they whom 
we have come to call with derision "bur¬ 
eaucrats • " 

"All those anonymous people in the 
publico They don't like us<> Tt hurts," 
says one of these, a "distriot environmen¬ 
tal co-ordinator" for toe Bureau of Land 
Management. She is JartLs Bowles and her 
assignment of late has been that of deal¬ 
ing with the Coso geothermal program in 
the Kem-lnyo area. With her to face the 
embattled assortment of Indians (They hope 
to protect their "sacred grounds"), miners 
(they want to keep their claims whether 
productive or unproductive), plant and wild¬ 
life people (They want every leaf and every 
bug and snake to be guaranteed a long and hap¬ 
py life), and a lot of others too for one rea¬ 
son or another "just don't want the damn gov¬ 
ernment trying to take over and manage every¬ 
thing," is Paul Savercool. He is a kind of 
public relations man and input gatherer, and 
up there behind the desk or table ho shares 
the target area with Bowles. 

They were asked outright if they consid¬ 
er themselves as "bureaucrats." They assured 
the reporters that they are not, and, as one 
reporter remarked, "That makes it a hundred 
percent; I've been newspapering for 35 years 
and I've dealt with agencies and bureaus all 
that time and I have never found anybody from 
the courthouse to the Whitehouse that would 
admit to being a bureaucrat. 

If not Bowles and Savercool, employed 
as plainly enough they are with toe Bureau of 
Land Management, who then are the "bureau¬ 
crats"? 

Said Savercool: "I’m not a bureaucrat, 
just a newsman who got a better job." 

Okay, is Bowles then a "bureaucrat"? 

"No, not really. I feel I’m a victim of 


the bureaucracy, too} I have to follow all 
these 'regulations'. 

"But generally, I'm free to run my own 
program." 

Why is everybody afraid of the BLM and 
distrustful of the United States Government? 

"Well, here especially," said Bowles, 
"there is a history of problems with the DWP. 
That's part of it. And the government is out 
of reach of toe people; how do we reach the 
president? 

"And every time a regulation affects you 
or your interests personally, you don't like 
it. But we've got principles of multiple land 
use that are mandated, and the mandate is bas¬ 
ed on the idea that technology and population 
growth and man and his increasing recreational 
needs, have got to take a back seat in order 
to preserve the land that's left for generat¬ 
ions to come." 

But people in the desert areas and the 
Owens Valley area figure that "the land" has 
been here for several million years - a lot 
of rocks and sand and cactus and sage - and 
nobody, it appears, has hurt it very much; so 
toy does the BLM go around examining lands 
and recording them when "regulation" is not 
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'Anon ym ous ' people? ...Maybe that's part of the problem. 


needed? 

But it is, it isl, assures the non-bureau¬ 
crat. "We need to know what's going on. If we 
don't know how the land is being used, then we 
couldn't make decisions fairly." 

Again, the point is missed, so far as the 
Inyo anti-bureaucrats are concerned. There 
question remains "Well, what's to make 'decis¬ 
ions' on anyhow; why not just leave it all al¬ 
one and save everybody a lot of trouble and of 
course uncounted millions that pay the bureau 
salaries? 

But it's not that simple. The fact is - 
and Bowles and Savercool are quick to point 
out - that there are numerous abuses. Lands 
■within quick driving distance of Inyo have 
come under the crushing tires of four-wheel- 
drive vehicles that have virtually destroyed 
them, their plant life and numerous species of 
animal life. Indian petroglyphs are destroyed 
and defaced; beer cans cover the desert; min¬ 
ers do in fact take the best of what the earth 
yields up to their labors, then depart without 
a thought of gaping holes left open for animals 
- and man - to fall into Landscaping companies 
would long since have destroyed most of Calif¬ 
ornia's cacti, selling its natural produce to 
ornament the plush gardens of Los Angeles and 
Orange Counties. In the light of those circum¬ 
stances, which all boil down to the lack of 
individual responsibility, then the bureaus - 
or someone with authority - must move in. 

How much authority is tolerable? BLM peo¬ 
ple now wear guns and that is a major complaint 
of many people between Mojave and Bishop. 

"I've got something to 3ay about badges 
and guns," says Savercool. "We maintain a vig¬ 
il over millions of acres in the California 
desert. The highway patrol and the sheriffs' 
offices don't have the manpower to watch ev¬ 
erything. 

"Up until the month of October of 1976, 
a ranger could discover someone digging up a 
cactus. He would say 'Don't do that,' but he 


had no authority. The rangers are not police 
per se, but they must make sure that there is 
no further degradadtion of the land and its 
resources." 

Bowles, too, is on the side of the 'gun- 
and-badge' concept. 'These men are hand-picked 
for their maturity. They have degrees and 
backgrounds in resources. They go through law 
enforcement training and then they are evalu¬ 
ated. 

"We know how touchy it is. But they have 
been shot at before." 

But doesn't the presence of guns increase 
the danger to the BLM people, too? (They pat¬ 
rol remote areas alone - the perfect target 
for an angry land-user tired of "regulation.) 

"We just hope to God it doesn't happen. 

But the more people there are in the country, 
then the more rules there are going to be to 
be enforced." 

As for the "Wilderness Inventory" now 
"under study" by BLM, what is BLM doing? If 
"hearing^ are held, then why doesn't the maj¬ 
ority of sentiment expressed go into the fed¬ 
eral planning and regulation? 

"Public input," says Savercool, "is an 
integral part of the process; that's the ab¬ 
solute truth. We are a hearing agency and we 
have made changes in our wilderness inventory 
due to-that public input." 

In 3 pite of such reassurances, however, 
the feeling of distrust and fear of "regula¬ 
tion" persists. There is the general resent¬ 
ment of high taxes - and then the high visib¬ 
ility of people like Bowles and Savercool who, 
many people think, are being paid with those 
taxes in order to dominate and regulate. Why 
that persistent feeling? Why the sense of al¬ 
ienation and helplessness in the face of gov¬ 
ernment intercession in land affairs? Maybe 
Bowles' mention of "anonymous people" has some¬ 
thing to do with it; the government and its 
workers see us all as "anonymous." 

But we are not. 


Be Part 
of a Miracle! 

Can you imagine the problems you would face 
if you could not see? How would you get to 
work, cook a meal, read a book or take care of 
your family? 

Yes, all of these activities would be more diffi¬ 
cult — but not by any means impossible. That 
is, if there were someone to teach you and 
show you how to regain your independence. 

For 59 years, Braille Institute programs have 
had one goal — helping the blind realize the 
“miracle” of independence. All our miracles 
have been possible only through the gener¬ 
osity of good friends like you. Braille Institute 
is 100% dependent on contributions and 
voluntary support. 

Please give your blind neighbors the oppor¬ 
tunity to regain their independence and 
dignity. A postage-paid reply envelope is in¬ 
cluded in this issue. Please use it to send 
your contribution to Braille Institute’s pro¬ 
grams for the blind. 

This is what your gift means: 

$200 provides one month of training in cane 
travel for a person who has just lost 
his sight. 

$150 teaches a blind housewife special 



techniques for managing her home 
and caring for her family 

$50 provides athletic equipment for year- 
round youth programs. 

$25 provides six months of library service 
- recorded books, braille books and 
tapes — for a blind person. 

$10 buys a gift book in braille for a blind 
child. 

$— Your gift of any amount, large or small, 
in some way helps a blind man, 
woman or child toward a more inde¬ 
pendent and meaningful life. 


BRAILLE INSTITUTE 
741 N. Vermont Ave. 
Los Angeles, CA 90029 
(213) 663-1111 
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WATER ISSUE, Continued 

that such an ordinance does not yet exist, not 
even in early "draft” stages, except in the 
minds of Inyo's county officialdom, ^e did 
say, however, that "work is going forward on 

it." 

"Whether the board (of supervisors) feels 
the need to pass such an ordinance will dep¬ 
end on the relationship between parties as 
they move down the road. You know we have held 
forth the olive branch from the very beginning 
and we're continuing to look for peace. But 
you don't wait until negotiations fail to dig 
the foxholes." 

The statement sounds as if negotiations 
have reached the failing point, although Gib¬ 
bons did not say so. "Negotiations" with DWP 
have so far proven to be exercises in futili¬ 
ty. °ne DA's representative some weeks ago 
speculated that Inyo County and DWP are "not 
talking the same language; they talk money 
and power, we talk ethics." 

Why now the sudden move to get tough? 
Gibbons says that the county's idea to regain 
control of its waters is not necessarily a 
new one. "It is," he said, "a jrogression of 
other events that have presented us with this 
option at this time. We have researched the 
law." pointed out "precedent" ordinances in 
other areas. 

Even if such an ordinance is passed and 
if (probably) it is contested, does the coun¬ 
ty have the will to fight it out in the court 
if need be? "We're ready for battle. The de¬ 
cision is up to the board, and if they decide, 
we will protect and defend it. Tf they want 
it, we'll do it." 

y Would it have any effect on other DWP 

issues here; the recovery of DWP land, "lot 
sales," DWP's ownership of most of the coun¬ 
ty's business houses, its leases to cattlemen, 
etc.? Gibbons would not comment, but he was 
not hedging; plainly, all those other issues 
could be affected if the county held some kind 
of levei'age with DWP. 

Gibbons was not unaware, or so his words 
would indicate, that the county-as-tough-cop 
posed no particularly attractive picture, ei¬ 
ther. He said he and other county officials 
are seeking "reasonable" solutions. "I think 
to a large extent it would give reasonable 
control over water exports from the valley. 
Governments must act in a reasonable fashion. 
There is enough of the resource for the wise 
and careful use of both sideso" The answer 
then rests, as Inyo County has always claim¬ 
ed, with a sound water management program in 
which the county has as much control as DWP. 


And how much of a "bombshell" was the 
Rossmann announcement? Reporters contacted one 
of DWP's top people at Los Angeles - Paul 
Lane, who usually speaks from top-level pol¬ 
icy posi tion. To him Rossmann's move was "no 
surprise." u e said he heard about the Bishop 
meeting in a telephone call from Duane Georg- 
eson, and that Georgeson had "seemed surpris¬ 
ed" not at the announcement, but rather.at the 
next.-day radio news coverage that had called 
the announcement a "bombshell." 

To hear Lane tell it, the whole idea was 
one bandied about in the DWP towers at LA for 
quite a long time. "There have been so many 
tilings like this," he said. "It was brought up 
tliree years ago." 

And what would be DWP's reaction to such 
an ordinance? What of the impact on L.A.'s wat¬ 
er needs, if not its future ambitions (more, 
more and more water as the L.A. megalopolis 
grows)? 

"We'll have to see what the county does," 
said Lane, "^e'll have to see exactly what an 
ordinance would cover. We don't know. If there 
were restrictions, then we would have to buy 
more MWD water, perhaps. No one can say at this 
tame • " 

By "reasonable use" of water, Gibbons 
also included use in Inyo County, but the em¬ 
phasis that cones through is that of conserva¬ 
tion in Los Angeles. Asked about that. Lane 
said that Angelenoes, now warily water-con¬ 
scious because of the restrictions during the 
drought, are in fact saving water. Usage there 
is down by "about 10 #' following a decrease 
which he claimed hit 2%% in the emergency. Ob¬ 
servers outside of DWP tend to substantiate 
the fact of decreased usage by LA consumers . 

As for the ordinance itself, Lane said 
he doubts the legality of such actions on the 
part of the counties, but "it depends on what 
it says or does." 

Lane was asked what he sees as the "fin¬ 
al." resolution of DWP-Inyo conflict. "I *ra look¬ 
ing forward," he said, "to the day when we're 
not in court on these things. We'll be involved 
forever. It looks like it was cooked up for the 
lawyers, with all the lawsuits we've had. There 
has been no good change." 

And - predictably perhaps in light of To¬ 
ny Rossmann's new strategy - Lane saved his fi¬ 
nal shot for Rossmann. "With Tony running ar¬ 
ound looking for lawsuits....well, I don't 
know." 

Again, the questions persists: Why has 
Iryo County suddenly taken this new approach to 
its dealings with DWP? Is there somewhere a 
"breakdown" in other negotiations? It seems so® 
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